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KEY FEATURES
Old Inn Cottage is the epitome of the traditional “chocolate box” thatched cottage 
which has undergone a remarkable transformation to offer a tasteful blend of 
traditional period features and modern contemporary finishes. 

Extended and improved greatly by the current owners, it sits on the periphery of 
the charming hamlet of Stanford which is ideally located for the highly regarded 
Bedford schools and commuter access to London and the North from Arlesey, 
Sandy or the bustling market town of Biggleswade.

Approaching through the five-bar gate there is ample parking on the driveway as 
well as a double-parking barn with an attached one-bedroom annexe.

The main house offers three very generous reception rooms and a stunning 
kitchen/dining/family area with glass walls to the rear, designed to maximise the 
views of the beautiful garden and the rolling Bedfordshire countryside beyond. 

Upstairs are four well-appointed bedrooms with a modern and elegant family 
bathroom and an en suite shower room to the principal bedroom. 

Early inspection of this fabulous family home is strongly advised.







SELLER INSIGHT 
This picture-perfect Grade II listed country cottage occupies a really stunning rural location 
in the pretty Bedfordshire hamlet of Stanford. “Before buying the cottage in 2016, we’d 
been living in the Middle East for eleven years, but we decided that it would be really 

quite prudent to invest in a property in the UK, a place that we could move to once we decided to 
relocate back to England,” says the owner. “We came home on a bit of a scouting mission, drove 
past Old Inn Cottage, took one look and that was it, we were totally sold.” 

“It’s such a beautiful-looking house, the archetypal chocolate box cottage with its thatched roof and 
pretty front porch… It’s just gorgeous, however it really wasn’t suitable for modern family life so 
we enlisted the help of a fantastic architect who helped us navigate our way through the planning 
process and sensitively redesigned the house. The original part retains every bit of its character and 
charm; features have been restored and enhanced and we’ve decorated using a pale, neutral palette 
that injects a tremendous amount of light and enhances the feeling of space no end. However, the 
real showstopper is the extension, which houses our huge and very stylish open-plan kitchen, dining 
and living space. We’ve added touches such as exposed brick and the steel beams have been clad in 
oak to link the new with the old, but it’s a fantastic modern space that makes the house as a whole 
much more conducive to modern family life. We love the transformation so much that it kick-started 
our decision to move home.”

“The extension has also allowed us to create a much better sense of connection between inside and 
out; it’s how we lived in the Middle East so we were very keen to recreate it here,” continues the 
owner. “The open-plan room has French and bi-folding doors that can be opened up to extend our 
living space out onto the huge patio terrace, and in the garden itself we’ve opened up the space and 
the breath-taking views of the countryside beyond by removing some large trees. We’ve made the 
garden as a whole much more family-friendly and it’s also really easy to maintain, which has given 
us more time to enjoy it.”

“My favourite room really depends on the time of year. When it’s cold and miserable outside there’s 
nowhere I’d rather be than curled up on the sofa by the log burner in the snug. However, when the 
sun is shining, we all tend to gravitate to the open-plan space. We can open up the doors and day-
to-day life or summer get-togethers with family and friends can spill out into the garden.” 

“In my opinion the location is just perfect. The house backs onto nothing but open fields so when 
you sit out in the garden you really do feel a million miles from anywhere. However, we have a lovely 
pub that does delicious food quite literally a stone’s throw away; nearby Shefford has a good array 
of shops that cater for day-to-day needs, and I can drive into Biggleswade in under ten minutes. It’s 
also a great location for a commuter. I travel into London a couple of times a week, and door-to-door 
I can be there in forty-five minutes if I travel by train.”

“Outside we have a double cart lodge which provides covered parking for two cars and attached to 
that is a really beautiful one-bedroom self-contained annexe. We’ve had a relative staying in it, but 
I suppose it could also be used as an Airbnb.”

“This is my dream house; I love absolutely everything about it and this stunning location; however we 
need a property with land for our horses,” says the owner. “I’m going to be so sad to leave, but I’ve 
absolutely no doubt that its new owners are going to love living here every bit as much as we have.”*

* These comments are the personal views of the current owner and are included as an insight into life at the 
property. They have not been independently verified, should not be relied on without verification and do not 
necessarily reflect the views of the agent.
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INFORMATION
• Detached Thatch Cottage 
• Four Bedrooms
• Three Reception Rooms
• Two Bathrooms
• Stunning Kitchen/Dining/Family Room
• Large Garden 
• Countryside Views
• Excellent Local Schools 
• Double Cart Barn 
• Self-Contained Annexe

Village Information

Stanford is a small hamlet lying between the market towns of Shefford and Biggleswade 
and is set around a central green surrounded by beautiful countryside. There is plenty of 
open space and ample opportunity for long walks for ramblers and dog walkers alike. The 
village boasts a traditional pub/restaurant with beer garden, The Green Man, and Parkside 
Farm Shop is about a mile away.  The market towns of Shefford (1.5 miles approx.) and 
Biggleswade (4 miles approx.) provide a good selection of shops, restaurants and eateries 
together with sports and leisure facilities.  

Transport

There is easy access to the A1M with links into the wider national motorway network.  
Hitchin, Biggleswade and Arlesey train stations are just a short drive away for direct links 
into London King’s Cross and to the North via Peterborough. 

Schools

Primary:
Southill Lower School (1 mile approx.). Ofsted Rating: Good
Clifton All Saints Academy (1.5 miles approx.). Ofsted Rating: Good

Secondary:
Samuel Whitbread Academy (1.4 miles approx.). Ofsted Rating: Good
Robert Bloomfield Academy (2.1 miles approx.). Ofsted Rating: Outstanding 

Further Information

Tenure: Freehold
Council Tax Band: F
EPC: Exempt



Agents notes: All measurements are approximate and for general guidance only and whilst every attempt has been made to ensure accuracy, they must  
not be relied on. The fixtures, fittings and appliances referred to have not been tested and therefore no guarantee can be given that they are in working 
order. Internal photographs are reproduced for general information and it must not be inferred that any item shown is included with the property. For 
a free valuation, contact the numbers listed on the brochure. Printed 12.01.2021

EPC Exempt





FINE & COUNTRY
Fine & Country is a global network of estate 
agencies specialising in the marketing, sale and 
rental of luxury residential property.  With offices 
in the UK, Australia, Egypt, France, Hungary, Italy, 
Malta, Namibia, Portugal, Russia, South Africa, 
Spain, The Channel Islands, UAE, USA and West 
Africa we combine the widespread exposure of the 
international marketplace with the local expertise 
and knowledge of carefully selected independent 
property professionals. 

Fine & Country appreciates the most exclusive 
properties require a more compelling, sophisticated 
and intelligent presentation - leading to a common, 
yet uniquely exercised and successful strategy 
emphasising the lifestyle qualities of the property.  

This unique approach to luxury homes marketing 
delivers high quality, intelligent and creative 
concepts for property promotion combined with 
the latest technology and marketing techniques.

We understand moving home is one of the 
most important decisions you make; your home 
is both a financial and emotional investment. 
With Fine & Country you benefit from the local 
knowledge, experience, expertise and contacts of  
a well trained, educated and courteous team of 
professionals, working to make the sale or purchase 
of your property as stress free as possible.

The production of these particulars has generated a £10 donation 
to the Fine & Country Foundation, charity no. 1160989, striving 
to relieve homelessness. 

Visit fineandcountry.com/uk/foundation

THE FINE & COUNTRY
FOUNDATION



follow Fine & Country St Neots on
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4 - 6 Market Square, St. Neots, Cambridgeshire PE19 2AW 
0330 333 1060 | inresidence@fineandcountry.com




